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Message from the Headteacher 

It gets to this point every year when it is getting darker in the mornings and conkers                                            
keep dropping onto my car outside school when we realise that we are into full swing                                                                    
in the academic year and Christmas is edging ever nearer.  We seem to have been                                                             
especially busy this September with so much going on at school such as the junior’s                                          
visit to Cromford Mill, singing up Oker Hill, and various sporting events.  I am pleased                                                          
to say that our new Reception children have settled in really well and are a delight to                                                                  
have in school.  Likewise, the vast majority of the children have come back with a                                                           
‘can do’ attitude and are keen to do their best this year. 

Can I take this opportunity to thank Anne Jordan, who has stepped down as our Chair                                                           
of Governors after 4 years.  She has done an excellent job and has guided the school                                                              
through a successful period which has seen staff changes, increasing numbers and                                                           
excellent results.  She is remaining as a governor and will continue to support the                                                                    
school.  In her place, Kevin Dean has been elected our new Chair.  Kevin lives in Darley Bridge and has a wealth 
of experience as a former secondary headteacher.   We are lucky to have someone of Kevin’s quality in the role 
and I know he will work well with the other governors to make the right decisions for your children. 

Paul Wilde, Headteacher  

Term Time Absences 

The Department of Education expects schools and local authorities to promote good      
attendance and reduce absences, including persistent absence.  This is because we know 
that missing out on lessons leaves children/young people vulnerable to falling behind.  
Children/young people with poor attendance tend to achieve less in both primary and   
secondary schools.   

Since 1st September 2013 Headteacher’s have not been able to grant any leave of absences for holidays during 
the term time unless there are exceptional circumstances and this advice has been recently re-issued following 
the recent Isle of Wight case.  

As a school we work incredibly hard to support all children and their families so as to ensure that all children have 
good attendance.   

Parents needing leave of absence for exceptional circumstances should complete a form at least two weeks      
before the anticipated start date. The reason for the request should be given in details.  If you require an           
application form please ask at the school office.  Absences cannot be granted retrospectively. 

This is a government policy and parents who take their children on holiday without permission will incur            
unauthorised absences for their child.  Parents could also be issued with a fixed penalty notice (currently £120 
per parent per child reduced to £60 per parent per child if paid within a specified time period) and/or face court 
action. 
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 A Thought 

It's frightening now we are heading to the frantic Advent and Christmastide 

again!! Where has the year gone?  The annual question is reflected on once 

more; why did God in Jesus become human? It seems to me, and please excuse 

the     musical reference, that Jesus became one of us to understand the 

rhythm of life. In life we go through rhythms of deep joy  and the score can be 

so energetic as we live life to its fullest, enjoying our achievements, our family and friends. Yet 

our humanity can also  plummet to the depths of sin, brokenness, illness, death and ultimate failure. 

Throughout our lives we are on the rollercoaster of highs and lows. So often we cannot hope to             

understand all our feelings, all our needs and all our brokenness. But Jesus the Son of God entered these 

sticky, complex and challenging points in the human story so that he could bring hope, healing and         

resurrection to all points in our lives. All of these issues are reasons why we should have deep joy over 

the Advent and Christmas season. Advent is about stopping and waiting and thinking. Isn't this a challenge 

in our busy world. All those weeks of Advent; all that waiting - what a culture shock for many of us.     

Maybe we could simply try to pray for 5 minutes again. But even if you're not a person of any faith. I 

think there can be a great use to the Advent Season - a time to take a moral and an ethical look at ones 

life is never a waste. On Mondays during Advent we'll be having night prayer and also a time of silence in 

St Helen's at 7pm. Then on the 3rd December at 10am we'll be having a family Christmas Carol Service 

for the Cubs, Scouts, Girl Brownies and guides etc. But everyone is very welcome to come. There follows a 

Christmas Fayre in the parish room. Please look in our magazines and website etc. for 

more services and a list of carol services. Finally, we move from waiting to the great 

feast of Jesus entering our history. God's wanting to  understand each one of us. He 

wanted to raise us up and bless us He didn't want to simply love us but enter into a 

friendship with us. This Christmas could be a new start for all of us. A time of new   

beginnings and new hope. May God who loves you and yours so much allow Christ will be 

born again in you. 

With my sincere love and prayers. God Bless.  Revd. Stephen Monk  

Our Value for the term isOur Value for the term isOur Value for the term isOur Value for the term is  

PEACEPEACEPEACEPEACE    

We will be exploring: 

♦ Finding peace in scriptures such 

as Psalm 23 ‘The Lord is my 

shepherd…’Making peace when 

we have quarreled; 

♦ Jesus as the Prince of Peace 

and the story behind the           

famous ‘Christ of the Andes’ 

statue; 
♦ How St Francis of Assisi lived at 

peace with the world;  
♦ Winners of the Nobel Peace 

Prize such as Betty Williamson 

and Mairead Corrigan. 
 

      Morning clubs operate between 

       8am and 8:50am and any child  

           is welcome to attend.  Please   

           note that if your child is in the   

           school building before 8:50am then 

the club charges will apply.  Please ensure the 

teacher or sports coach in charge is ready to start 

the morning club before leaving your child.  We 

remain a family friendly school and should an 

emergency arise then please do speak to school 

staff if you need to drop your child off earlier.   

A warm welcome to our new staff     

members Mr Sanderson and Miss Falconer.  

Both join us in the role of Apprentice  

Teaching Assistants.  Mr Sanderson will be 

predominantly in the junior classroom and 

Miss Falconer will be with the infants.  
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Dear South Darley CE   Primary School 
  

I am writing on behalf of fifteen schools in Kolkata which serve some of the poorest     
children who live there. Last year your school community helped to raise an amazing 
£1000 which has been put together with money from other schools in Derby Diocese. 
 

The slum and squatter settlements in and around Kolkata, populated mostly by migrants, 
from rural West Bengal as well as from nearby states and across the border, are the focus 
of these activities.  The communities as a whole live below the poverty level, so often the 

children work and do not go to school.  Working children shoulder the burden of family life,      
contribute to family income and care for younger siblings.   Many of these children are             
unable to attend regular school  because of lack of access and resources.  The money 
raised will be supporting the current pupils in providing them with educational materials such 
as chalk, slates and writing implements; help to ensure teachers are trained to use the                   
resources; a school health programme plus the support of doctors and provision of medicine; 
and resources to help raise awareness about the importance of educating children.  
 

Altogether we raised £8991. This money will make a huge difference to the children’s lives. 
Hopefully the above examples show how this money is going to be used and I thought you’d 
be   interested to know how your money is helping. 
 

AN INVITATION 
Members of our wider school community e.g. parents, church members etc.  are invited to 
join us on a support visit to Kolkata, India in October 2018. The cost is £1250.  For more  
information please contact me.  With much thanks for your continued support . Alison Brown                                
alison.brown@derby.anglican.org  

Did you know…what happens when a child is missing from school?Did you know…what happens when a child is missing from school?Did you know…what happens when a child is missing from school?Did you know…what happens when a child is missing from school?    

Imagine this……you wake up in the morning and dearest Nellie isn’t feeling so great so you decide to not to take them to 

school.  Because they are sleeping you turn your phone off so that it doesn’t disturb them.  Yet 2 hours later, there is a 

knock on your door and it frightens you to see a policeman is there who wants to see Nellie to check she is OK…… 

This could be a reality.   South Darley CE Primary School is committed to ensuring every child has the opportunity to grow 

up in a safe community and the school has a ‘Children Missing from Education’ Policy which is designed to  ensure that 

children missing education don’t ‘slip through the net’.  

We expect all children to attend every day when school is open, as long as they are fit and healthy enough to do so.  The 

school morning starts at 8:50am and the afternoon starts at 1pm.  If a pupil arrives after the session registration has 

been completed then they will be marked as arriving ‘late’.  If they arrive after 9:30am they are marked as having an 

‘unauthorised absence’.   

The school office should be informed of any absence in the morning of the first day of absence and each morning     

thereafter unless a specified period is agreed e.g. 48 hrs after the last episode of sickness/diarrhoea. Parents are       

expected to inform the school office of the nature of the illness or reason for absence. 

If school has not been informed of a child’s absence by 9:30am the office will endeavour to contact a parent to establish 

the reason for absence.  If there is any doubt about the whereabouts of a child or if school has been unable to establish 

contact with the child’s parent, then the school may contact external agencies such as Social Services or the Police in 

order to check on the safety of the child in conjunction with the School’s Safeguarding Policy. 

Please make sure School has all the relevant contact details and please please make sure you ring in on the first day of 

any absence.  Thank you. 



 

Turn from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it.  Psalm 34.14 

 

 

 

On the  28th September parents, staff  and      

children joined forces to participate  in a            

MacMillan Coffee & Cake afternoon.  We are 

pleased to inform you that we raised a total of 

£135.60 !  A special thank you to Katie Treasure 

for helping FOSDS to organize the event and a 

big thank you to all who contributed. 

 

                      Got some great ideas to help        
                      fundraise for the  school?                            
                      Want to assist in bringing our     
                      community together or do you   
                      simply want to meet other like   
                      minded parents?   

Then come along to the Friends of South Darley School Annual General Meeting which is taking place on   

Wednesday 1
st

 November starting at 9:15am in the school staff room  

The group consists of local residents, parents or grandparents and meets on a regular basis with a view to               
organising and running various fundraising and social events during the year. All members of the parent body, 
school staff and governors are members of FOSDS. Members of our wider family within our local community can 
also assist. The group raises funds to provide the school and our children with extra resources, equipment and 
events.  Last year the group helped parents by subsidising the cost of school outings and bought a much needed 
laptop  charging unit for the school.   This year, the focus is raising funds to assist in the refurbishment of the rear 
playground. 

 

Whether you can offer 5 minutes or an afternoon of help at the Christmas fair serving mince pies, can turn your 
hand to making a wooden mud kitchen  or whether your skills are more suited to making applications for grants, 
FOSDS needs your support and we look forward to seeing you at our Annual General Meeting. 

Dates for the diary for the year have been published 

and should have reached you via Parent Pay.   

As always, most dates are subject 

to change but we will endeavor to 

let you know of any changes at 

the end of each term by issuing a 

new calendar. 

You can also find a copy on the 

school webpage by clicking on 

the latest news tab.   

Confused by twitter?  Baffled by Facebook?  Know about your 

child’s digital tattoo?  Then look no further…… 

Parent Info is a website providing high quality information and  advice to parents (and schools) about on-line safety.   The  

service is free and offers a wide range of subject matter, from difficult topics about sex, relationships and the internet, body 

image and peer pressure to broader parenting topics. 

In line with the  child protection command of the National Crime Agency some of the content covers internet safety, but it 

all starts from the  assumption that young people make little distinction between their online and off line lives and the issues 

for parents are often the same.  The aim of the website is to help parents help their children be web literate and  resilient. 

Please visit www.parentinfo.org. for more information. 


